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REPLY COMMENTS OF NENA 
 

 The National Emergency Number Association (“NENA”) hereby responds to 

the comments of others in the captioned proceeding on the issues related to Docket 

94-102.  Of the nine commenters addressing the point, only one, Rural 

Telecommunications Group (“RTG”), failed to support the Commission’s tentative 

conclusion that commercial services offered in the 700 MHz band “should be subject 

to the 911/E911” requirements at Section 20.18 of the Rules.  On this record, the 

FCC should adopt its tentative conclusion. 
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 As NENA noted in its Comments of September 29, 2006, at 2, the 

Commission’s proposal 

  would obviate the need for repeated rulemakings as new services arise, 
or as older   services change to make E9-1-1 access more feasible.1  Instead it 
would place the    burden on new service offerors, appropriately we 
believe, to justify any claim for    exemption from or waiver of the rules. 
 
This does not mean that rural providers such as RTG’s members would be forced to comply 

with regulations they are not equipped to meet.  They can seek individual waivers as they 

have done, with some success, under the current wireless E9-1-1 rules. 

 The safety of rural wireless subscribers does not permit the FCC “to wait to see how 

services develop.” (RTG Comments, 10).  We believe it will be clear enough whether these 

new services fit the four criteria the FCC earlier identified as warranting E9-1-1 service 

capability, or any others the agency may impose.  We also believe that methods of meeting 

the requirements will be evident.  If not, RTG’s members will have ample opportunity to 

seek individual waiver or more general exemption. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

NENA 
       By______________________ 
       James R. Hobson 
       Miller & Van Eaton, PLLC 
       1155 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
       Suite 1000 
       Washington, D.C. 20036-4320 
       (202) 785-0600 
 
October 20, 2006     ITS ATTORNEY 
 

                                                 
1 The question of applying E9-1-1 requirements to satellite telephony was decided negatively in a 
first proceeding, then with a partial affirmative in a subsequent rulemaking. Report and Order, FCC 
03-290, released December 1, 2003. 


